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was automatically tapped out over the line. This an-
swered very well, and Thomas managed to secure many
hours of precious sleep until the people at the other end
of the line began to get suspicious. The reply always
came through so pat; yet sometimes, when it was
necessary to send an ordinary message to Stratford
Junction between the hours, no answer would be forth-
coming. Accordingly someone was sent to investigate,
and Edison's ingenious device was discovered.

Although he was thus inclined to shirk his work in
order to have more time for his reading and experi-
ments, Edison was soon one of the fastest telegraphists
in America, and he won many speed contests with rival
operators. Now for the next five years he wandered
about the country working as a telegraphist at one
place after another. But he was not content. All the
time he was continuing his reading and getting to
know all he could about telegraphy and that great and
mysterious force, electricity, upon which it depended.
In 1868 he was employed by die Western Union Tele-
graph Company in Boston, and it was while there that
he produced his first real invention. With his mind full
of the wonders of electricity it occurred to him that a
considerable saving of time would be made if the mem-
bers of the Senate and House of Representatives could
record their votes for or against a bill by means of
electricity instead of by the old and clumsier method.
With the enthusiasm of youth he imagined he had hit
on a great idea, and took it for granted that such a
machine would be accepted as filling a much-needed
want. So he set to work and invented an electric vote-